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Getting Ready For College
High schools and colleges have different ways of supporting students with disabilities.  This document is meant to help you understand these differences, so you know what to expect.  This is not legal advice.  For more information on specific college policies for Gulf Coast State College, please contact Student Accessibility Resources (SAR).
Accommodations from a high school 504/IEP plan do not transfer to college.  Students must work with the Student Accessibility Resources to create a new plan.
Skills For College Success
· Being able to name your disability and talk about how it impacts you
· Checking your personal and student email every day
· Getting to class on time, doing homework, and studying without being reminded
· Finding ways to deal with stress and anxiety 
· Improving your notetaking skills (or learning to use technology to take notes)
· Using an app or paper planner to track assignments, appointments, and deadlines
· Turning assignments in on time
· Learning where to access specific resources and help
· Being willing to ask for support
Accommodation Truths
-An accommodation is a change to the way things are typically done.  
-Accommodations help make sure that students with disabilities have the same chance to participate as any other student.
-Accommodations in higher education does not guarantee success.
-College accommodations are not special education.
-Accommodations can’t change assignments or tests or let you retake exams.
-All students must complete the same work.
-In college, there is no special teaching or extra help in the classroom for students with disabilities.  Use available resources.
-Assignment extensions are not common in college.
The Process
Follow these steps to request accommodations through the Student Accessibility Resources (SAR) Office.
1. Fill out an application, attaching your disability related documentation and semester class schedule.
2. A copy of your IEP or 504 Plan may provide helpful information, but we may ask for additional documentation.
3. Meet with SAR staff to talk about how your disability impacts you in the college/learning environment.  You will be asked questions to help figure this out.
4. Each semester, you will renew your accommodations, in order to notify your instructors of your approved accommodations.
5. If you have an issue with your accommodations, let SAR staff know right away.

All students, including students with disabilities, must follow the same rules in college.
You’re In Charge
· In college, students are adult learners, so colleges will work directly with you, not your parents.
· Students who want accommodations must contact Student Accessibility Resources.  The Gulf Coast State College will not contact you first.
· You can give SAR permission to share information with your family by signing a form called a release of information, but SAR will still work directly with you.

Help Is Available
Tutoring, academic mentoring, and talking to faculty during their office hours are ways that all students can get extra support in college.
Tutoring Lab – Katrina Smith.  SUE 54
ACE Lab – Accounting/Networking/Economics/Programing – CHC 225
Math Lab – SUW 260
Science Tutoring Lab – NS 118
Writing/Reading/Spanish Lab-Rosenwald 108
TRiO Tutoring Lab – SUW 82
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