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COST OF ATTENDANCE?

• What is Cost of Attendance?
• COA includes:
 Tuition & Fees
 Room & Board
 Books & Supplies
 Transportation

• Direct v. Indirect Costs
• COA Varies widely from college to college

 Personal Expenses
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EXPECTED FAMILY CONTRIBUTION?
• The amount your family can

reasonably be expected to
contribute

• Stays the same regardless of
college

• Two components
• Parent contribution
• Student contribution

• Calculated using data from a
federal application form and a
federal formula
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Cost of Attendance 

– Expected Family Contribution

= Financial Need
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SCHOLARSHIPS

• Scholarships are considered
“gift aid” similar to grants

• Some have restrictions on
what they will pay

• They come from multiple
sources

• Institutions
• Organizations
• Employers



Financial Aid Quiz

1. Define Indirect vs. Direct costs of Attendance.

2. How is your Expected Family Contribution calculated?

3. What sources does Financial Aid come from?
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