
certified nursing assistant
career certificate (vc) 2026-2027
Name/ID______________________________  Navigator___________________________ Faculty Advisor_____________________

major courses 
(165 Clock Hours/5.5 vocational Hours)
This certificate program is designed to provide the education and skill level necessary to qualify for the state Certified Nursing Assistant exam. You may take the two courses for this training (165 clock hours) at the Gulf Franklin Campus in Port St. Joe, Florida. The Certified Nursing Assistant program is a selective admission, limited enrollment program. Admission to Gulf Coast State College does not imply acceptance into the Certified Nursing Assistant program. The Gulf/Franklin Campus offers a Hybrid CNA program with start dates each semester. This hybrid option will take approximately 8 weeks to complete. You are expected to attend two class sessions each week for lecture and laboratory/clinical skills. The certified nursing assistant student is prepared to give patient care under the supervision of a licensed nurse or physician. The student will be exposed to skills and have knowledge necessary to give safe and effective care to patients in a variety of settings. 

APPLICATION PROCESS: 
1. Apply to Gulf Coast State College 
2. Submit official high school and any college or vocational transcripts to Enrollment Services 
3. Submit an application to the Certified Nursing Assistant program at the Gulf Franklin Campus in Port St. Joe 
4. Submit active scores on the TABE examination or equivalent PERT scores. TABE tests are given at the Gulf Franklin Campus 

After meeting the above criteria, the applicant should contact the Gulf Franklin Campus to schedule an appointment with the Nursing Coordinator for advising and review of the application folder for completeness. 

Applications must be completed and submitted two (2) weeks prior to the next program start date to be considered for the program. After that, applications will be considered for the next start date. Due to the selection process, meeting minimum requirements does not automatically guarantee admission.

It is the responsibility of the student to maintain communication with the program advisor to ensure that the application folder is complete and up-to-date with current admission requirements. 

Selection of Students: During the first week after the application deadline, the selection committee will review all  completed applications and make selections for the class. Students are selected based on an admission criteria index. Those residing within the service area will be given preference in selection. Applicants will be notified by mail or GCSC student e-mail of selection status. 

Requirements after Conditional Acceptance: 
· Satisfactory fingerprint/background check 
· Copy of current certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) from the American Heart Association 
· Completion of physical examination (with satisfactory results), including copy of immunization documentation 

Applications are available from the Gulf Franklin Campus, Port St. Joe, and from the Nursing Division, Panama City Campus.
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After completion of the CNA program, students have the option to apply for the Practical Nursing program and will receive additional admission points for obtaining the CNA license.
	
Developmental Courses

___ENC0022 Dev. Writing I & II Combined*	                            3
___REA0019 Dev. Reading I & II Combined*	                            3
___MAT0012 Dev. Arithmetic with Algebra*	                            3

Key
● = General Education Core course
+ = Prerequisite or co-requisite required
* = Minimum grade of “C” required
@= Course meets Civic Literacy Requirement
#=Applies to A.S. and Certificate Programs
==Career Certificate Course
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